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PANDEMIC PROCEDURES
Use TOGs Outbreak procedure
TOG is committed to ensuring that Good Health and Hygiene Procedures are in place to minimise the risk of spreading any infections between children and adults attending or working within the pre-school. However, the Management Committee recognise that additional planning needs to be put in place in case of a Pandemic Virus Status being announced.

Advanced Planning

i. Contact details for all Staff, Volunteers, Parents and Carers are kept up to date.

ii. Contingency plans are in place to cope with above average levels of staff absence, TOG would need to close temporarily if staffing levels could not be maintained.

iii. TOG keeps a good stock level of essential hygiene supplies such as paper towels, tissues, hygiene roll and soap.

iv. Hard surfaces such as worktops etc are cleaned daily with anti bac spray and hygiene roll.
Individual Responsibility
i. All adults working within TOG must follow TOG’s Good Health and Hygiene Policies and Procedures.

ii. All staff must wash their hands with soap after coughing, sneezing or wiping children’s noses.
iii. Staff should not attend work if they have flu like symptoms.


Individual Responsibility (Continued):

iv. Staff who become ill during their working hours should alert the Team Leader and depending on the severity of the illness may need to go home. Parents would need to be called if staff ratios could not be maintained.
v. Parents/Carers are requested not to send their child to TOG if they have flu like symptoms.

vi. Children are encouraged to wash their hands with soap and water as part of their routine at TOG, e.g. before eating, after using the toilet, following a messy play activity.
Children Who Become Unwell with Pandemic virus Like Symptoms During A Session

i. A member of staff will be nominated to look after the unwell child.

ii. The child will be cared for in a separate room to the other children.

iii. Parents will be contacted and asked to collect their child.

iv. The member of staff looking after the child should wear Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) i.e. a disposable apron and face mask. This should be disposed of afterwards in the clinical waste bins.

v. Hand cleansing must take place before and after contact with a symptomatic child.

vi. The room would need to be cleaned thoroughly afterwards.

Confirmation Of A Suspected Case
· If children and staff are well they should continue to attend the group.

If a suspected or confirmed case occurs then TOG would contact the PHE South West (South) Health Protection Unit, Plymouth on 0300 303 8162 for guidance. 
· The vulnerability of children who attend TOG would need to be considered when deciding whether TOG should stay open or not.

· If TOG must close temporarily, then it would keep parents updated with information on a regular basis.

· TOG would inform Ofsted of any incidents of a Pandemic Flu Virus and any closures due to this.
· These procedures will be reviewed annually or earlier if further action is recommended by the Health Protection Agency.

  This policy will be reviewed annually or when changes to advice occur.
  Use in conjunction with the outbreak Procedure.
  Date of this review: - August 2026









